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Whg risk assess?

Across the Early Years environment we aim to offer a wide range of exciting and engaging learning opportunities to
heLp deve[op children’s foundaﬂon skills. In any situation where there are a number of children workmg and ptagmg
together there are risks but there are also benefits. We take the health and safety of children very seriously and assess
each situation by considering the potential risks and the benefits and then through discussion we can decide if the risks
can be managed appropriately and that the benefits are valid, reasonable and productive in moving children’s learning

forward.

The fouowmg risk assessments cover the main areas of the indoor and outdoor environment. The general checklist covers
our daily considerations before opening up the environment to parents and children. ToLLeﬂng, f’Lrst aid and safeguardmg
are covered in our whole-school poLLcLes available on the school website. Ters are covered separatetg using whole -school

risk assessment forms and are agreed on a trip-by-trip basts.

All risk assessments are reviewed yearly to ensure they are up-to-date and relevant however, an assessment will be

made immediately if there is an incident or an area of the environment is adapted or changed in any significant way.

Contents
Daily Checklist- Outdoors and Indoors

Indoor RLS"( ASSCSSant

Qutdoor Risk Assessments:
" Mud kitchen and digging patch
®  Climbing equipment and free standing equipment
" Wheeled toys
" Growing beds/vegetable gardens
"  Sand and water
®  Bug hotel
= Construction

"  Stage



Daily Safety Checklist

Gate to front of nursery to be locked

DOOF‘ to nursery Locked

Door to the side of nursery locked

Pick up Llitter

Check outdoor furniture is safe

Remove any broken/unsafe togs/equtpment both indoors and outdoors

Check outdoor structures and fumUcure are safe

Check the mud and sand

Check toilets and sinks are clean and there is sufchLenJc toilet paper and soap.

Check the snack table

is clean and that the children have access to fresh water

Unlock the fire door to the outside area

PLO.CC chulrs out around JCO.IDLCS and check for damage

Check cLassroom f[oor

s free from ter hazards

Aﬂg cLeo.nLng products

O.I’\d soap etc thh up on sheLf

Check CLO.SSFOOI’T\ doors

to Jche pLo.yground are Locked wher\ necessary.

Check classroom floor

and put up wet sign if necessary

Cupboard doors are closed and secure if necessary




Likelihood

Consequence
Inzignificant Minar Moderate Catastrophic
g_';‘f: Moderate High High
Likaly Moderate | Moderate High
Possible
Lo Moderate High
Uniikety Lo Low Moderate High High
Rare Lo Low Low Moderate High

Eliminate the Hazard E g ' repair damaged equipment
dispose of unwanted chemicals

1 this is not practicabie, then

Substitute the Hazard E g it smaller packages. use a less
toxic chemical

I this 15 not pyacticabie, then

olate the Hazard E g place barmers around a spill untd
cleaned up, locate the photocopier In

If thus is not practicatie, then o separate, well ventilated room,

l enclose machinery

Use enginesering controls E. g ' provde a trolley to move heavy
loads, place guards on moving
machinery pars

If thus is Not practicabie. then

Use administrative controls E g | introduce job rotation, ensure
equipment is regularly masntaned

1 this is not practicatie, then

E g provide heanng and eye
protection, hard hats, gloves, masks

Until you have a better method of control



Benefit Risk Assessment: Indoor Activities

Risk
Ac’c'Lv'L’cg/Hazard Ber\eft’c Risks Assessment Elimination/ Control methods Who/When
(use Matrix
L C R
Possible aLLerch 3 3 = Check all Lnformaﬂon on auergles and avoid
, reacttons to &, = O allergens. Make sure all other materials are
Malleable Phﬁswa[ dej:e[op}:’[fnt @ materials. % S % sensi’we and are diluted according to the Sfafftand
activities wre t'as MOTOr SKEES Consumption of :: instructions. Children follow the no parents
proctice. materials. m consumption rule in this area
Falling t.ogs, heavy 3 § Ensure boxes and baskets are not overloaded.
Add stimulus to play boxes being moved & & Provide low storage for b St
. ' =3 o ge Jor boxes. aff and
Toy boxes increasing vocabulary, unsafely, ® =8 Adults to oversee manual handling and children
interaction and trapped fingers or drops ® model safe techniques.
communication. on toes.
9 3 = Set expectations about how much can be
. A _ &, g- 8 out at any one time and encourage children
Children trip or slip on % 7 g to tidy up what they are no longer playing Staff and
Slips and trips toys Left on the ﬂoor :: with to keep the environment safe. children
m Any spills on floor to be mopped up straight
away.
Angyobjects on floor that could be a trip
hazard to be picked up.
9 3 = Talk to the children about the use of
Promotes the children’s |Children cut g g- 8 scissors, e.g. for paper and card. The
Scissors, hole motor skills and creative fthemselves or % N g scissors must be used to cut. ‘f\/\ake it clear Staff and
pur\ches PLQU others :: to the children that you don't use the children
m scissors to cut hair or each other’s clothes.
Model to the children how to use scissors
and walk with them safely. Model how to
use the hole punches.
Encourage independence and |Children climb the - 3 = Talk to the children about the open shelves
self -selection of resources [shelves or hang of it = 8 8 and how to use them safely Encourage the Staff and
causing shelves to fall & 2 [ children to find an adult if a child ts using [children
Open shelves « & :: the shelves incorrectly
m




Contact with soil

Exposure to beneficial
bacterta to build a
healthy immune system.
Sensorial open ended
matertals.

Normal childhood

experience.

Benefl’c Risk Assessment: Mud Kitchen and D'ng'mg Area

Ingesting soil

Ayayun

Jounw

Soil contamination

Children can be involved
in checking the area
before plag creat'mg a
sense of ownershtp and
raising awareness of
potential hazards

Ingesting/ absorbing

contaminated soil

Aayun

Jouny

Washing up
hands

Children learn good

hygiene practices

Wet areas Slips and
trips

Nqissod

Jounrw

Washing up
utensils,
equipment

Involving the children in
the cleaning and tidying
creates a sense of
ownership

Can help with I’Lne and

gross motor skills

MO.I”LU.G.L

handLLng
Movmg pots and pans

Aayun

Jounrw

Water

Adds a new dimension to
the play changing the
states of materials so
children can mix, tip, pour
and stir to create potions,
stews and soups.

Covers aspects of maths,
and science.

Drown'mg FLoodLng
during prolonged or
heavg ratn

2J4DJ

oydosyspynd

J1VIIAOW

Provide hand washing facilities during and

after play

Establish good handwashing routines. Children
encouraged to follow a no consumption
routine in this area

Staff At
the
beg'mn'mg of each

sesston

Soil should be checked for contaminants
dallg, before p[ag
This is part of the daily checklist

Children follow the no consumption rule in

Staff
Part of daily

) checklist
this area
Not using manure or any chemicals on the
garden or surrounding areas.
Provide washing facLLLtLes and at times of
extreme mud, provide rinsing faclllﬂes outside. Staff to
Staff to monitor floor areas for water and monitor
mop up when necessary.
Ensure buckets and baskets are not
overloaded. Staff to
Provide low storage for pots and pans. monitor
Adults to oversee manual handling and
model safe techniques.
Containers provided do not allow children to
fo.LL tn. Staff to
Teachers to supervise where large trugs are in | qonitor

use and do not fLLL deeply.
Staff to monitor area during prolonged heawy

ratn




Water containers are emptied at the end of

each session/ day so they do not go stagnant.

Stagr\antl W(jter' £ g % Water containers are emptied regularly and S
Water As above consumlpﬂor\ = 8‘ % check for contaminants. taff to
absorption of ® a o Child dt u monitor
' = o > ildren are encouraged to follow a no
contaminants = consumption routine in this area.
Children are made aware of the hazards of
stagnant water.
Child b ibl o
- reln ecome reSPOﬂSL N - a Children have their own set of welltes at
) for their own belongings o &
Wet/dirty ) @ 35 nurseru. School
Children practice Children get cold 23 c — Yy
Loth. P o | > O - Parent
lodives h ) L o~ S Mud. aprons provided arents
changing clothes and ® a s
shoes = Parents are asked to supply coats that they
do not mind getting muddy and to provide
spare clothes to change into .
Gravel, pebbles, . )
el o e Fine and gross motor 3 = Any children who are likely to explore
i 5§ 2 O putting things into their mouths are
pteces Of natural skills are deveLoped ) = Q- O
) Choking ~ e m Ldenﬂfled and given greater supervision in Staff
L CL o x ol g 9 p
material when LLftmg, mixing, & a = this area.
A . ®
stirring and pouring H Children encouraged to follow a no
The connection to nature ) ) )
consumption rule in this area
Ratse the risk of eating plants
Using plants and Ingesting or absorption 3 < Plants within the play area are chosen
Connection to nature ) 5 o O carefu[[g.
other foraged of polsonous chmts 2 a o
) Creative stimulus ) & e m Adults to remove hazardous plants Staff
natural materials ALLergLes & 3 o)
Sensortal & a :: Children encouraged to fouow a no
Open ended materials m consumption rule in this area.

Children encouraged to wash their hands
after play.




Benefit Risk Assessment: Climbing equipment and free standing play equipment

Opportunity to see the

environment from a

All children to have a safetg talk before

) 3
different perspective, IEQ'LLT:g JtLI.NO”.\ a _'g (80_ using the equipment and numbers are Staff and
practice jumping, climbing eight, slipping on o 2 restricted to avoid collistons and hild
Tyres ) ¢ o g children
and sliding from equipmen ® ® overcrowding.
dtfferent heights Equtpment is checked prior to use to ensure
Incorporate equipment all parts are safe and secure.
into role play Equtpment checked for stagnant water and
tyres covered each night.
Children have a safetg talk prior to using the
equipment and agree how to use it safely.
Crates and Slips, trips or falls. - = Daily reminders are given about assessing the
anks, cable . . nocks Trom Talling or 7] risk n elr ay. a7 an
plamksfeank Children develop their Knock Ling 51 5| 8 kin their ploy Staff and
reels, tree stumps ) moving blocks. o < Il Weather conditions to be considered when children
motor skills and balance. o 2 o
Creative play, S :E' accessing the equipment.
oy Area to be monitored to ensure surroundings
are clear and surface is flat.
ALl equipment is checked regularly to look
for damage.
Children develop their gross Ship built on safety surfuce. Children have a
motor skills. 3 safety talk prior to using the equipment and
Children learn to take risks 5 3 agree how to use it safe[g. Daily reminders
and be careful. 2 g are given about assessing the risk in thetir
o . . ) o, a Staff and
Climbing eg the pirate|Children learn to balance Slips, trips, fo.us. % ® play. children

ship

and climb.
Children learn to climb steps
confidently.

Weather conditions to be considered when
accessing the equipment.

Area to be monitored to ensure surroundings
are clear and surface ts flat. All equipment

is checked regularly to look

for damage.




Benefit Risk Assessment: Wheeled Toys

R'Ld'mg on and
be'mg a passenger

on the bikes

Physical development
spatial awareness,
communication and
soctal skills. Part of

creative play.

Knocking other
children, clothing
trapped in moving

parts, bikes tipping.

qissod

Jounrw

31 V43AOW

Involve children in safety talks about using

the bikes in the garden space.

Make sure children do not wear scarves in
the garden to avold tangling in wheels.
Limit the number of wheeled toys in the
garden at any one time and keep them to
hard surfuce area to avoid muddy/s[tppg
wheels.

EI’\SLLFC QLL Whee[ed JCOE:|S are checked over
regu[arLg ]COF‘ damage and rep[aced when
necessary.

Children and
staff

Scooting
around the
road

Physical development,

co-ordination. Social and

creative play.

Knocking into other
children, scooters
tipping/sliding.
Clothing trapped in

moving parts

2 qissod

Jounw

31 VH3IAOW

Involve children in safety talks about using
the scooters in the garden space.

Make sure children do not wear scarves in
the garden to avold tangling in wheels.
Limit the number of wheeled toys in the
garden at any one time and keep them to
hard surfuce area to avoid muddy/s[tppg
wheels.

Ensure QLL Whee[ed JCOE:|S are checked over
regu[ar[g ]COF‘ damage and rep[aced when
necessary.

Children and
staff




Benefit Risk Assessment: Growing Beds/ Vegetable/herb Garden

Exposure to benechLo.L

of gardening tools.

appropriate.
Check all tools regularly for damage and
replace where necessary.

bacteria to build a . . Provide hand washing facilities during and Staff At
. ) 5
Contact with soil healthy immune system. Tngesting soll = g after Plag. | | ’che‘ -
Sensortal open ended ® 9 Establish good handwashing routines. beginning of each
materials. < Children encouraged to fo[[ow a no sesston
Normal childhood consumption routine in this area
experience.
Soil should be checked for contaminants
Children can be involved c dail before la 5
. L in checking the area = 3 .9’. Py ' . taff
Soil contamination ] ) ) o > This is part OJC the dGLLH checklist Part of daLLg
before play creating a Ingesting/ absorbing Ry o ) ) )
= E Children follow the no consumption rule in checklist
sense of ownership and contaminated soil this area
raising awareness Of Not using manure or any chemicals on the
potential hazards d di
garden or surrounding areas.
3 g Provide washing facLLLtLes and at times of
Washing up } Wet areas Slips & S extreme mud, provide rinsing facilities Staff to
Children learn good ) = e !
hands and trips T a outside. mondttor
hygiene practices © & )
Staff to monitor floor areas for water and
mop up when necessary.
Ensure children are show how to use the
_ . Children develop safe Cuts/grazes from using 3 g tools safely and that they only work under
Using gardening tools. a & supervision when using sharp tools Staff and
handling skills; , - e ¢ P g snarp ' ,
tools Poking or eye injurtes. o a Make sure tools available are child sized and children
understand the purpose © 9




Ensure all Lnformaﬂorx on auergtes is stored
centrally and all staff are aware of known

Growl d Scientific knowledge of allergens. .
rowing oth foo slants and growth cycles, ' ' g Parents to inform school of any changes and Staff.
to cook in the Understanding about Allergic reaction to 5 8 updates and ensure all medication is in parents,
environment eneronmentcj {ssues foods. (%'— §_ school. Staff to check dates and ensure all children
Cooking and tastin .a & ® medication is stored centrally and in date.
variet gof home - rgwn Plan activities carefully for children with
foodsy J auergles consLdeang Lngredter\ts and possLbLe
' sources for reaction. Source
alternative safe ingredients where necessary.
Children to understand not to put anything in
Allergic reaction to their mouths in this area.
CookL.ng and Know[edge of foods and food. g §_ Foods harvested to be washed and prepared Staff and
/or eating food how th A Consumption or = ® safely. Staff carrying out cooking activities to
0 th d ow ey grow. n X o a I’I h L d I’I . SO . chLLdren
grown in the garden | . " o of health absorption of a = o ave the relevant food hygiene certification.
) k! J contaminant. Children to be involved in safe food preparatlon
diets. to develop their understanding.
Water containers are emptied at the end of
each session/ day so they do not go stagnant.
Stagnant water, 3 < W ) )
on/ = 3 O ater containers are emptied regularly and St .
Water As above consumption = & % check for contaminants. aff °©
absorption of @ 3 o) ) monitor
A = o > Children are encouraged to follow a no
contaminants = consumption routine in this area.
Children are made aware of the hazards of
stagnant water.
Child b bl o
o forL thr:; oj/cnontaztc::;f:gj ¢ 3 E _ School has a supply of wellies and spare Sehool
et/dirty Children practice Children get cold g_ Eh @) clothing. choo
clothes chanaing clothes and o < s Parents are asked to supply coats that they do Parents
shoesg J g'_ not mind getting muddy.

10




Benefit Risk Assessment: Sand and Water

Risk
Ac’c'Lv'L’cg/Hazard Benef‘t’c Risks Assessment (use Elimination/ Control methods Who/When
Matrix)
L C R
Sociable ol " C Talk to the children about playing together rin
Sand ol I:ELLQ € pt(lly' mf or Sand flipping up into eyes. = 3 o the sand and use the rhyme - ‘the sand stays | Stoff and
cive Rl f s, creative play, 8 5 = | down low or out you go’ children
dangtfage ¢ «“ Monitor the number of children playing in the
everopment. sand pit and regulate f necessary.
Children beneftt from Children sLLp and njury - = Adusts to rzonl;t:cor land clear the buLLd—up OJt
Slipping on loose sand playing in a large themselves on loose sand g 3 O sand around the pit. ) ) 5
around the pit sand pit and surrounding the pit. & 5 = Sweep sand fromlthe walls into the sandpit toff
connecting with the ® § before the cover is placed over the sand.
matertal. =
Chltdran 'can be ) The cover needs to be in place at the end of
invelved in checking 5 each day. Adults to remove the cover and
the area before play Ingesting/ absorbing 2 3
Sand contamination N contaminated sand = 2 6 check for any contamination. Staff
crea erg @ se;xse OJC & ” S | Area around the sandpit to be checked each
OWnErship a}m ratsing day for any contamination, rubbish blown in,
awadreness o ; .
sotential hazards animal droppings etc.
Sociable play, motor Water or sand 3 3
kaLLS' creative play, spLashedtlmto ;ges. & S % Involve the children in setting the safety Staff and
consumption o
Sand and water dir:/irjpg:ment. Science matertafs. e % rules in these areas. children
and mathematical ::
development. m
Soctable play, motor 3 3
{ { Lppi & =
kaLLS’ creative play, Stfpmg Otr; Sc]t?d and on 9 % Staff to monitor these areas and encourage Staff and
Sand and water dangtfage b Sei waker on the Jroor © g children to spot and help clear spillages to children
e\:f oprrj;_ln. tlue[xce :‘32 reduce the risk of slips.
and mathematicdl
development. H
Science expLoratLon
on water movement, . g 3 Staff to consider the temperature outside
Water tray Pla':i maths capacity, motor Children become wet o =3 6 before placing water trays out. If children Stéff and
and cold o 9 < ) _ children
skill = are playing at the water ensure cover-ups
development in are available to use.
filling and pouring.

11




All water trays to be emptied at the end of

Water is dirty or ‘g_ 3 — the session/day and refreshed with clean water Staff then
Water ) ~ 2 O each day If children have transported :
As above contaminated © 9 = children
= soll/sand or other matertalsinto
the water then trays need to be washed
before they are re}yreshed.
Offer creativity in the Toys hold water and become s: . Staff to ensure all w?ter toys are drained
water play, can d taminated 2 2. 6 and left to dry overnight - toys are Staff and
Water toys facilitate maths and moutdy or contaminated. g g s periodically sterilized and checked for mould. children
science talk and “ Toys to be replaced when necessary.
interactive play
B % S i L hild { i h
y Aiming skills. Bubble solution or spray in § 3 ) taff to involve children in assessing the Staff and
Spruys bubbles ) o 2 m risks of bLoer\g bubbles or spraying water )
Blowing. the eye. o 9 29, children
e ® > and look at how to do it safely
Coordination. =
i Staff to supervise use of bubbles.

12




Benefit Risk Assessment: Bug hotel

The leafs and sticks Bacteria and viruses, Explain to the children that they must wash Staff and
. : encourage bugs for sharp sticks > = their hands after playing in the bug hotel. children
L d stick . p 9 ) ptaging 9
eafbs anh StICRS the children to explore 0. & Do not put your hands in your mouth. Do
ug hotel & 2 ' .
® o not put the leaves and sticks in your mouth.
Do not pick up the leaves and
sticks and disturb the creature’s home.
The children get to E. colt Give the children warning and tell them to Stqff and
explore the features of S O§ keep their hands away from their mouth. children
Snails a snail and observe g_ 8— Wash hands once finished with the activity
them exploring the Y %—
bug hotel
The children get to Beetle | h - Provide brushes to put creatures into bug
experience d’Lfferer\’c eetle JQWS'_ sharp 9 g = boxes for viewing. Give warning about shard
beetles and their centipedes jaws = 3 8 jaws and clear instructions on handling and
Beetles features o N % viewing.
>
_'
m

13




Benefit Risk Assessment: Construction area

C R
Gross motor  skills, Twigs tn eyes = = Explain to the children that sticks need to Staff and
enhance  children’s & 8 8 be kept down low. The children will be children.
Sticks imaginative play (_% g i provided with large open space to handle
5 > large sticks. The children will be reminded
_'
rm and encouraged to be aware of other
children around them.
Gross motor skills, Crates and cable m Explain to the children that heavier ittems for Staff and
= <
Crat d cabl L loose parts to enhance | reels falling - 3 @} at the bottom to act as an anchor. Stack no | children
rates and cabte reets children’s imaginative & o = more than & crates or cable reels on top if
«< = o each other.
play 8 >
_'
Any children who are likely to explore
Gravel, pebbles, | Fine and gross c 3 % t?c‘ thi into thei J th P
_ bills are 5 g S putting things into thelr mouths are
woodchip. nu.-’cs and ZIOJCOLF S(; Choking (%'— g i identified and given greater supervision in Staff
bolts other pieces of _I_ive ope . & T :: this area Children encouraged to follow a
natural ) e connection to m no consumption rule in this area Model to
material nature the children how to use the nuts and bolts
The opportunity to use
safely.
imagination using
Loose parts
Benefit Risk Assessment: Stage area

Stage area

The children deveLop
soctal skills, creative
skills and
communication and
language

The children fall of the
stage or trip on the low
level stage

-

3'] q']SSO d

Jounpy

B}DJBPO W

Make the children aware of the raised stage
and to walk at all time. Show the children
where the stage stops and talk to them about
what will happen if they are not paying

attention.

Staff and
children




Musical
instruments

The children deve[op
the creative skills and
communication and
language

The children trap
f'mgers in dtfferent
parts of the

instruments

S]q}SSOd

Jowpy

31 VI3IAOW

Show the children how to use each
instrument correctly and safely Encourage
the children to show each other how to use
the instruments correctly.

Sfaf f and
children
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Baking / Cooking

Risk
Ac’c'Lv'L’cg/Hazard Benef‘t’c Risks Assessment (use Elimination/ Control methods Who/When
Matrix)
L C R
Children develop an Children could cut = Children will only use tools suitable for
Using tools - understanding of using | themselves or hurt s = 8 children - knives will be blunt. Staff and
spoons, knives, tools safely and will themselves using equipment. 2 > m Children will only use tools under children
develop their fine- o S Y -
spatulas etc. A . ® > supervision.
motor S.kLLLS n H Children will be taught and shown how to
controlling tools. use tools carefully and properly.
Children will Burns and scolds. Children will never be allowed in the kitchen
experience the changes A = area whilst the oven or hob is hot. Staff and
that can take p[ace g S % Staff will ensure children are supervtsed at all children
Heat for cooking or during cooking and % 9 g times near hot matertals.
melting materials. ) J E o) Children will be made aware of the rules and
will have an > ) : )
. 4 the risks of touching hot materials.
understanding Of the [y Hot materials will never be Left near children.
sclence behind All hot matertals will be allowed to cool
irreversible and before placing near children.
reversible changes.
Children will have a Children could spread AWl children will wash their hands using soap Staff and
good understanding of | germs to each other & = = before baking / cooking commences. children
Germs / control of the importance of through their baking. 2 g 8 Children will be taught to cough / sneeze
spreading illness. hand washing and will (PD—_ S m away fromAthe cookmgl area. .
> Children will be supervised to ensure fingers
understand how germs 4 ] ) )
= are not put in mouths during cooking.
can make you poorly, Any children who touch their mouths / noses
W'L[EJ be sent to rewash their hands.
Children will A child could have Parents will 'erform staff of any known Staff. parents
experience deferer\’c an aLLerch reaction S = aLLergLes. and children
foods / tastes. to new foods. & g Ingredients will be checked and not used if an
% S = aLLergen ts known within nursery.
) ) 8 No type of nuts will ever enter the setting
Allergic reaction I Staff will be vigilant and will remove
§ ingredients from the setting if any rash or
H other symptoms appear during the cooking
session.
Staff will inform parents prior to cooking (via
school jotter / Evidence Me) to check for any
possible new allergies that have not been
reported to school.
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